
STAMFORD BRIDGE PLAYING FIELDS ASSOCIATION 

“PROVIDING SPORT AND RECREATION FOR ALL” 

Welcome to the first of what we hope will be a quarterly newsletter. In what has 
proved to be a very challenging year for all, the trustees of the PFA have been 
delighted to witness the great work done by our sports sections in difficult 
circumstances.  

Our mission at the PFA is to enable the people of Stamford Bridge and District to 
take part in sport or recreational activity regardless of their age, background or 
ability. 

As the custodians of our facilities, it is our aim to provide everyone with this 
opportunity. It is however down to the dedicated individuals who manage our 
sporting sections to make this a reality. In 2020, faced with unprecedented 
challenges, they have met this head on and have achieved enormous success. The 
PFA believe this success should be shared with the wider community, which is why 
we have started this newsletter. We are grateful for the contributions that each 
section has made. 

First though, we would like to update you on some of the work done throughout 
the year by the PFA to improve our facilities. 

The big news is the progress we have made with the new football facility on Brown 
Moor Field. This has been in the planning stage for over 4 years and despite many 
setbacks, this development is now reality. The land drainage work has been 
completed, along with the preparation for the car parking area. The site will now be 
closed until spring when seeding will take place. We remain on schedule for football 
to be played on the site in the 21/22 season. 

PFA Chairman Bernard Stevens inspects the work done on Brown Moor Field. 



For many years we have encountered drainage problems on Low Catton Road. This 
year, with the help of local company Glovers, we have invested in excess of £7,500 
to improve the situation which has been successful. The Bowling Green drains have 
been repaired and are working efficiently. Further drainage work is still required 
and we have set aside a budget of £4,000 to pay for this. 

Work on the Pavilion has included roof repairs at a cost in excess of £1,500, and an 
upgrade to CCTV. In addition, we have installed a new TV in the bar area and have 
moved the old one into the back room. 

 

Reviews from our sporting sections 
 

The lead story for this issue is from the Tennis Club who have had a substantial 
increase in members. 

 

TENNIS CLUB BOUNCES BACK! 
The last few years had seen a decline in membership at the tennis club, but the 
previous and present committees have been determined to keep the club running, 
knowing numbers often go in cycles. To improve the facilities in autumn 2019, the 
club, in partnership with the netball club, decided to arrange the repainting of the 
courts as the surface was in drastic need of an upgrade! The poor weather of last 
September/October meant the repainting was delayed until the spring of this year 
and it was completed in March, literally days before the first Covid-19 lockdown! 

 
The courts just after repainting in March 



 

A few weeks into lockdown and the playing of tennis was allowed in England, albeit 
with strict rules, including a booking system. Suddenly, there was a surge in 
membership! The weather was beautiful and lockdown had meant more people 
were at home seeking exercise and tennis was one of the few sports that could be 
played. What could be a more socially distanced activity?!  It was amazing to see the 
club once more have a thriving membership consisting of families, new players and 
the welcome return of existing and former members. The club is grateful to 
everyone who has joined. 

Junior Coaching 

In September, junior coaching resumed with our fantastic coach, Sasha Taylor. 
Sasha inspires the children and the coaching sessions are fun and action packed. As 
with the overall membership, more children attended the junior coaching and 
everyone has shown improvement. There were a lot of disappointment faces when 
tennis was stopped in the latest lockdown. Junior coaching is expected to resume 
in January and any juniors from age 5 to teens are welcome to sign up. For more 
information please email nicolabrowne@outlook.com .   

 
Our club juniors, with Coach Sasha. 

Cardio Tennis 

As club nights were not possible this season due to the restrictions on numbers, the 
club looked to provide some extra activity for the adult members. In the autumn, 
night time cardio tennis sessions started and have proved very popular under the 
lights! (Thanks to the netball club for the light use.) The great thing about Cardio 
Tennis is that it is for players of all abilities and is a fun way to keep fit. After an 
hour, everyone has had a great work-out, as well as honing their tennis skills! Our 
Cardio Tennis coach Eddie is planning to restart these sessions again as soon as 
we’re allowed. Anyone interested in joining Cardio tennis would be very welcome - 



contact nicolabrowne@outlook.com  for details. The sessions cost £6 for the hour 
and you don’t need to commit to attending every week.   

 
Cardio-tennis! 

 
Half Price Winter Membership 

As we move into 2021, the club hopes to run more social and fundraising events and 
a designated club night, if Covid-19 guidelines allow. We are currently offering half 
price membership (£15 for Adults and £10 for Juniors) for anyone who would like to 
join the tennis club from now until the end of March 2021, when the new 
membership year starts. Thanks to everyone who has joined and supported the club 
this season – we hope to see you all again in 2021! 

The club is running a small fundraising event – a Christmas Picture Quiz (£2 per 
entry), which is open to all. Please email Fiona.mcdonough@sky.com if interested in 
taking part. There are some lovely prizes on offer! 

 

FOOTBALL CLUB CONTINUES IT’S JUNIOR PLAYER DEVELOPMENT 
The Football Club has continued to thrive in challenging circumstances. Early in 
lockdown we received a grant of £5000 for pitch maintenance from the Football 
Foundation. This has been used on Reckondales to reseed damaged goalmouths, 
Vertidrain the field, spray for weeds and apply Fertiliser.  
 
We now run 4 junior Girls teams and 9 junior Boys and are grateful for a dedicated 
number of coaches who manage the teams. During the current season we continue 
with our commitment to develop our younger players and are delighted to be 
involved in the FA Wildcats scheme. 
 

Wildcats  
 

Wildcats is an FA initiative with the aim of getting girls aged 5 to 11 years old into 
football and to be active, have fun and make friends. 
  



It fits into the clubs ethos that football is for everyone in our community. The 
format is fun training sessions without weekend matches. The centre at Stamford 
Bridge runs every Wednesday from 5 pm to 6 pm at Reckondales field and is 
coached by Sarah Dwyer, Adam Hargreaves, Dax Scutt and Lewis Walton.  
  
The original plan was to start in April this year but COVID-19 led to delays and the 
centre actually started on 23 September. We have held 7 sessions so far and had a 
minimum weekly attendance of 15 players and up to 20 some weeks. The first two 
weeks saw some terrible weather with lots of rain and it wasn’t particularly warm, 
but the girls kept on coming along and having fun. 
  
We have loved coaching the sessions so far, the players are enthusiastic, have loads 
of energy and really enjoy the sessions. We’re looking forward to delivering more 
sessions as soon as the FA notify us that grassroots football can re-start, you can 
keep an eye on the Facebook page @stamfordbridgewildcats for updates. 

 
Under 7’s 

  
There are 9 budding internationals who represent our Under 7’s with each one 
playing their part in creating a wonderful little team that is coached by Stew 
Husband. They train on a Saturday morning and play matches on alternate 
Sunday’s. At present they do not train if they have a match as Stew decided they are 
so little it might be too much for them at this age. Week on week we see 
improvement in them all and every weekend they all come off the pitch with 
massive smiles on their faces which is the reason they all play football. To have fun. 
 
Anyone interested in Under 7s training can contact Stew Husband on 07775012366. 
 

 
The Under 7’s before a recent away game at Dunnington. 

 



CORONAVIRUS CRICKET 2020 
 

Having spent much of the summer unsure if we would see any cricket at Low 
Catton Road we were delighted that cricket finally returned on 18th July. It took a 
huge effort from everyone at the club to ensure we met the guidance and to ensure 
cricket could happen in the safest way possible. Who would have guessed that this 
summer we would have been changing outside, bringing our own tea and sanitising 
the ball every six overs but if doing this meant we got to enjoy some cricket then it 
was worth the hassle. A big thank you to the PFA for support in purchasing the 
gazebos' which were hugely popular and commented on by every club who visited 
us this summer.  
 
As for the cricket the first team performed well and finished second in the league 
and with Simon Dwyer stepping up to captain the second team it was great to see a 
mix of youth and experience get some great results in finishing fourth after 
abandoning 3 games because of the weather. A huge thank you to York III's 
wicketkeeper for his contribution to our season😁 
 
It was a fantastic effort to even get the Sawkill Cup game to go ahead and this game 
still means a lot to our club and the gazebos' were very useful when the rains hit 
but a great day was had by all with some familiar faces returning to the club on the 
day. 
 
Whilst the shortened season did bring its own challenges both on and off the field 
the response from key players, officials and supporters in the club since the end of 
the season gives great hope that we move into 2021 in great shape and we hope for 
a full season of cricket ahead. 
 
As with senior cricket, it was uncertain whether the junior season would take place 
in any shape or form. The summer started with many junior members and their 
families making use of the nets when they opened, which proved popular as the 
weather was excellent during the early part of lockdown. This was followed by 
small group coaching on Friday nights. Up to 65 players turned up each week, 
which kept the coaches busy!  For this to happen at all, the coaching team had to 
plan the sessions carefully, making sure all the ECB rules for Covid cricket were 
followed. So, when junior cricket would have normally ended in July, the junior 
league started!  
 
The club ran 5 teams, including a new all girls side, and it was amazing to see the 
numbers of boys and girls playing, the enthusiasm and to see skills improving 
throughout the following weeks. Each team had some good results and positive 
contributions from all players.  Cricket certainly gave everyone involved something 
to look forward to each week and a chance to be with their friends, albeit in strange 
circumstances. Many parents were grateful for the sense of normality the cricket 
club had helped bring to the children in this peculiar year. The coaching team 
would like to thank everyone who helped during the season and especially the 
junior children for playing and giving the coaches themselves a great summer too! 



 

 
The Gazebos purchased by the PFA. They are available for use by all sporting sections. 

 
BOWLS 

 
Covid 19 has represented a challenge for the Bowls club and membership numbers 
have reduced as a direct result. It was not possible to play any fixtures during the 
season although some members enjoyed social games amongst themselves. On a 
positive note a handful of individuals have maintained the green which is in great 
condition.   
 
It is intended to play Indoor Bowls when circumstances allow. Anyone interested in 
playing would be most welcome. 
 
We all wish Don Walton a speedy recovery from his recent illness and sincerely 
hope that 2021 will bring improved fortunes for the club. 

NETBALL  
With our Covid 19 officer appointed and trained, it was back to training in 
September. New playing rules, sanitation of ball and players ever 15 mins, senior 
members were pleased to get back on court. Numbers were swelled by our older 
juniors who are building up their playing experience with the seniors as they ready 
themselves to join them in the adult league, whenever it starts. 



Our junior section continues to go from strength to strength, and now due to the 
hard work of the coaches and support of parents, stands at nearly 50 girls ranging 
from 11 – 17 years of age. 

A few friendly matches have been played in York and the club has started off well. 

All is on hold again at the moment but once lockdown is over the seniors will no 
doubt be itching to get back on court again. The junior training will recommence 
early in the new year.  

A CLOSING STATEMENT FROM THE CHAIR 
 
Sincerely hope you have enjoyed our inaugural PFA NEWSLETTER. The initiative to 
improve our communications, help in working together for the greater good, and 
celebrate our successes was proposed by Graham and managed by him. On behalf 
of The Trustees “thank you” Graham. This is a great start. 
 
Covid 19 has meant a huge workload for us all. We have been supported by the 
Government initiative to Grant Aid organisations like ours, and we have been 
successful in getting £10,000 support. The Trustees have chosen to invest this 
money with initiatives to help us get through this challenging time by getting more 
outside BENCH SEATING, Improve the LAND DRAINAGE, PURCHASE 3 X GAZEBOS, 
COVID 19 SANITISATION COSTS and being able to contract KIRSTY for weekly 
hygiene, safety and security MANAGEMENT of our facilities. 
 
We owe Kirsty a debt of gratitude in achieving a successful unannounced ERYCC 
visit/audit for Covid 19 management. 
 
The Trustees have worked hard living up to my ongoing challenges in achieving 
“relentless progression” and I can say that this team is the best I have had the 
privilege to lead over many years. Thank you all. 
 
Early into 2021 we will be developing the plan for Netball and Tennis moving to 
Reckondales Field, and new Netting facilities for the Cricket Club. An application 
for circa £200,000 section 106 money will be made. 
 
Exciting times ahead for S.B.P.F.A. 
Bernard. 
  
 


